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     - Janet Ansolabehere
Sec. 502.202.  Government-Owned Vehicles;… 
(a)   The owner of a motor vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer may annually apply for registration under Section 502.201 and is exempt from the payment of a registration fee under this chapter if the vehicle is:  

(3)   designed and used exclusively for fire fighting; 

(4)   owned by a volunteer fire department and used exclusively in the conduct of department business; or

Sec. 541.201.  Vehicles. 

In this subtitle: 

(1)   ``Authorized emergency vehicle'' means: 

(A)   a fire department or police vehicle; 

(B)   a public or private ambulance operated by a person who has been issued a license by the Texas Department of Health; 

(D)   a private vehicle of a volunteer firefighter or a certified emergency medical services employee or volunteer when responding to a fire alarm or medical emergency;

Sec. 545.156.  Vehicle Approached by A. E. V. 

(a)  On the immediate approach of an authorized emergency vehicle using audible and visual signals that meet the requirements of Sections 547.305 and 547.702, or of a police vehicle  lawfully using only an audible signal, an operator, unless otherwise directed by a police officer, shall: 

(1)  yield the right-of-way; 

(2)  immediately drive to a position parallel to and as close as possible to the right-hand edge or curb of the roadway clear of any intersection; and 

(3)  stop and remain standing until the authorized emergency vehicle has passed. 

(b)  This section does not exempt the operator of an authorized emergency vehicle from the duty to drive with due regard for the safety of all persons using the highway. 

Leg.H. Stats. 1995 74th Leg. Sess. Ch. 165, effective September 1, 1995. 
Sec. 545.157.  Passing Authorized Emergency Vehicle.

(a)    On approaching a stationary authorized emergency vehicle  using visual signals that meet the requirements of Sections 547.305  and 547.702, an operator, unless otherwise directed by a police  officer, shall:

(1)    vacate the lane closest to the emergency vehicle  when driving on a highway with two or more lanes traveling in the  direction of the emergency vehicle; or

(2)    slow to a speed not to exceed:                                    

(A)    20 miles per hour less than the posted speed  limit when the posted speed limit is 25 miles per hour or more; or

(B)    five miles per hour when the posted speed  limit is less than 25 miles per hour.

(b)    A violation of this section is:                                    

(1)    a misdemeanor punishable under Section 542.401;                   

(2)    a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of $500 if the  violation results in property damage; or

(3)    a Class B misdemeanor if the violation results in  bodily injury.

(c)    If conduct constituting an offense under this section  also constitutes an offense under another section of this code or  the Penal Code, the actor may be prosecuted under either section or  under both sections.

Leg.H. Stats. 2003 78th Leg. Sess. Ch. 327, effective September 1, 2003.

Sec. 545.365.  Speed Limit Exception for Emergencies;
(a)  The regulation of the speed of a vehicle under this subchapter does not apply to: 

(1)  an authorized emergency vehicle responding to a call; 

(2)  a police patrol; or 

(3)  a physician or ambulance responding to an emergency call. 

(b)  A municipality by ordinance may regulate the speed of: 

(1)  an ambulance; 

(2)  an emergency medical services vehicle; or 

(3)  an authorized vehicle operated by a blood or tissue bank. 

Leg.H. Stats. 1995 74th Leg. Sess. Ch. 165, effective September 1, 1995.

Sec. 545.407.  Following or Obstructing Fire Apparatus or Ambulance. 

(a)  An operator, unless on official business, may not follow closer than 500 feet a fire apparatus responding to a fire alarm or drive into or park the vehicle in the block where the fire apparatus has stopped to answer a fire alarm. 

(b)  An operator may not: 

(1)  follow closer than 500 feet an ambulance that is flashing red lights unless the operator is on official business; or 

(2)  drive or park the vehicle where an  ambulance has been summoned for an emergency call in a manner intended to interfere with the arrival or departure of the ambulance.

Leg.H. Stats. 1995 74th Leg. Sess. Ch. 165, effective September 1, 1995.

Sec. 545.408.  Crossing Fire Hose. 

An operator may not, without the consent of the fire department official in command, drive over an unprotected hose of a fire department if the hose is on a street or private driveway and is intended for use at a fire or alarm of fire. 

Leg.H. Stats. 1995 74th Leg. Sess. Ch. 165, effective September 1, 1995.

Sec. 546.001.  Permissible Conduct. 

In operating an authorized emergency vehicle the operator may: 

(1)  park or stand, irrespective of another provision of this subtitle; 

(2)  proceed past a red or stop signal or stop sign, after slowing as necessary for safe operation; 

(3)  exceed a maximum speed limit, except as provided by an ordinance adopted under Section 545.365, as long as the operator does not endanger life or property; and 

(4)  disregard a regulation governing the direction of movement or turning in specified directions.
Leg.H. Stats. 1995 74th Leg. Sess. Ch. 165, effective September 1, 1995.

Sec. 546.002.  When Conduct Permissible. 
(a)    In this  section, ``police escort'' means facilitating the movement of a  funeral, oversized or hazardous load, or other traffic disruption  for public safety purposes by a peace officer described by Articles  2.12(1)-(4), Code of Criminal Procedure.

(b)    Section 546.001 applies only when the operator is:                 

(1)    responding to an emergency call;                                         

(2)    pursuing an actual or suspected violator of the  law; 

(3)    responding to but not returning from a fire alarm;                

(4)    directing or diverting traffic for public safety  purposes; or   

(5)    conducting a police escort.         

Leg.H. Stats. 1995 74th Leg. Sess. Ch. 165, effective September 1, 1995; Stats. 2003 78th Leg. Sess. Ch. 66, effective May 16, 2003.

Sec. 546.003.  Audible or Visual Signals Required. 

Except as provided by Section 546.004, the operator of an authorized emergency vehicle engaging in conduct permitted by Section 546.001 shall use, at the discretion of the operator in accordance with policies of the department or the local government that employs the operator, audible or visual signals that meet the pertinent requirements of Sections 547.305 and 547.702. 

Leg.H. Stats. 1995 74th Leg. Sess. Ch. 165, effective September 1, 1995. 

Sec. 546.004.  Exceptions to Signal Requirement. 

(a)  A volunteer fire fighter who operates a private vehicle as an authorized emergency vehicle may engage in conduct permitted by Section 546.001 only when the fire fighter is using visual signals meeting the pertinent requirements of Sections 547.305 and 547.702. 

(b)  An authorized emergency vehicle that is operated as a police vehicle is not required to be equipped with or display a red light visible from the front of the vehicle. 

Leg.H. Stats. 1995 74th Leg. Sess. Ch. 165, effective September 1, 1995.

Sec. 546.005.  Duty of Care. 

This chapter does not relieve the operator of an authorized emergency vehicle from: 

(1)  the duty to operate the vehicle with appropriate regard for the safety of all persons; or 

(2)  the consequences of reckless disregard for the safety of others. 
Leg.H. Stats. 1995 74th Leg. Sess. Ch. 165, effective September 1, 1995.

Sec. 547.305.  Restrictions on Use of Lights. 

(a)  A motor vehicle lamp or illuminating device, other than a headlamp, spotlamp, auxiliary lamp, turn signal lamp, or emergency vehicle or school bus warning lamp, that projects a beam with an intensity brighter than 300 candlepower shall be directed so that no part of the high-intensity portion of the beam strikes the roadway at a distance of more than 75 feet from the vehicle. 

(b)  Except as expressly authorized by law, a person may not operate or move equipment or a vehicle, other than a police vehicle, with a lamp or device that displays a red light visible from directly in front of the center of the equipment or vehicle. 

(c)  A person may not operate a motor vehicle equipped with a red, white, or blue beacon, flashing, or alternating light unless the equipment is: 

(1)  used as specifically authorized by this chapter; or 

(2)  a running lamp, headlamp, taillamp, backup lamp, or turn signal lamp that is used as authorized by law. 

(d)   A vehicle may be equipped with alternately flashing lighting equipment described by Section 547.701 or 547.702 only if the vehicle is: 

(1)   a school bus; 

(2)   an authorized emergency vehicle;

Sec. 547.702.  Additional Equipment Requirements for Authorized Emergency Vehicles. 

(a)  An authorized emergency vehicle may be equipped with a siren, exhaust whistle, or bell: 

(1)  of a type approved by the department; and 

(2)  that emits a sound audible under normal conditions at a distance of at least 500 feet. 

(b)  The operator of an authorized emergency vehicle shall use the siren, whistle, or bell when necessary to warn other vehicle operators or pedestrians of the approach of the emergency vehicle. 

(c)  Except as provided by this section, an  authorized emergency vehicle shall be equipped with signal lamps that: 

(1)  are mounted as high and as widely spaced laterally as practicable; 

(2)  display four alternately flashing red lights, two located on the front at the same level and two located on the rear at the same level; and 

(3)  emit a light visible at a distance of 500 feet in normal sunlight. 

(d)  A private vehicle operated by a volunteer firefighter responding to a fire alarm or a medical emergency may, but is not required to, be equipped with signal lamps that comply with the requirements of Subsection (c). 

(e)  A private vehicle operated by a volunteer firefighter responding to a fire alarm or a medical emergency may be equipped with a signal lamp that is temporarily attached to the vehicle roof and flashes a red light visible at a distance of at least 500 feet in normal sunlight. 

(f)  A police vehicle may, but is not required to, be equipped with signal lamps that comply with Subsection (c). 

Leg.H. Stats. 1995 74th Leg. Sess. Ch. 165, effective September 1, 1995.
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